Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church

721 Rahway Avenue – Union, NJ07083

Telephone: (908) 964-7957

Fax:  (908) 964-6875
PETITION FOR BAPTISM
DATE:_____________________       TIME:______________________

PARENTS
LAST NAME: ………………………………………………………

FIRST NAMES - 
FATHER: ……………………………………

MOTHER: ……………………………...……

CURRENT ADDRESS: ………………………………………..……

CITY:…………………………….STATE:……………..ZIP:………

TELEPHONE #:  ……………………………………………….……

WORK #:  ……………………………………………………………

EMAIL ADDRESS:…………………………………………….……

CHILD
MALE ………………..

FEMALE ………………..

BAPTISMAL NAME: ………………………………………………………………………

CHILD’S PLACE OF BIRTH:……………………………………………………...………

CHILD’S BIRTH DATE:……………………………………………………………………

Page 1

PARENTS:
FATHER

LAST NAME: …………………………….
FIRST NAME: …………………………………….

BUSINESS PHONE #: …………………………….………………………………………………

PLACE OF BIRTH: …………………………………………………

DATE OF BIRTH ……………………………………………………

FAITH: ………………………………………………………………

MOTHER

MAIDEN NAME: …………………………………
FIRST NAME:…..…………………………

BUSINESS PHONE #: ……………………………………………………………………………

PLACE OF BIRTH: …………………………………………………

DATE OF BIRTH: ………………………………………………….

FAITH: …………………………………..………………………….

We WERE……………….
WERE NOT……….Married in the Eastern Orthodox Church

DATE OF WEDDING:  …………………………….……………...

NAME OF CHURCH:  …………………………………………………………………………...

CITY: ………………………………………………….STATE: ……………………

NAME OF PRIEST WHO MARRIED YOU: ……………………………………………………

WE ARE CURRENTLY MEMBERS OF SAINT DEMETRIOS CHURCH…………………….

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS: #……………………  #……………………..
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GODPARENT
LAST NAME:……………………………………FIRST NAME…..……………………………

ADDRESS:……..…………………………………………………………………………………

CITY: …………………………………………………. STATE: ………….. ZIP: …………….

TELEPHONE #: ……………………………………….…………………………………………

DATE OF BIRTH: ……………………………………

FAITH:………………………………………….……..

CHURCH IN YOU WERE BAPTIZED:…………………………………………………..…….

SINGLE:…………….   MARRIED: ……………………    DIVORCED: ……………...

CHURCH IN WHICH YOU WERE MARRIED: ……………………………………………….

MEMBER OF WHICH ORTHODOX CHURCH:……………………………………..


CITY & STATE OF CHURCH ………………………………………………………….

STEWARDSHIP/MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:  # ……………………………

NOTE: 
CANNOT SERVE AS GODPARENT IF YOU:


Are not of Eastern Orthodox Faith



Were not Baptized in a Eastern Orthodox Church



Were not Married in a Eastern Orthodox Church



Were not Ecclesiastically Divorced


Are not an Active Member of the Eastern Orthodox Church
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 HAVE YOU INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING COPIES?
1. Birth Certificate of the Baby to be Baptized

2. Baptismal Certificate of Godparent (If not married).

3. Marriage Certificate of Godparent.

PLEASE NOTE:
NO DATE & TIME OF THE BAPTISM WILL BE CONFIRMED BY OUR OFFICE UNLESS ALL INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ALL REQUIRED PAPERS ARE PRESENTED.  

Thank you for your cooperation.

Time is important to others as is for you.

Please arrive early so that we may start the Baptism on time.

We allocate an hour for each Sacrament. 

Your delay may upset the entire schedule for the day.

Please be on time!

FINANCIAL OBLIGATION
MEMBERSHIP  for Parents:


Parents of the child must be active members of our parish for the year the Baptism takes place.


If you are not members, you must  become members and pay the Stewardship minimum in full prior to the baptism.  Presently the Stewardship minimums are as follows:


*
Family (husband & wife)

$300 minimum


*
Individual (25 yrs. old and over)
$200 minimum


*
Young Adults (18 – 25 yrs. old)
$100 minimum


*
Senior Citizen
couple

$150 minimum






individual
$ 75 minimum

If the parents are members at another Orothodox Church and would like to hold the Baptism at

our parish they have to pay our parish a fee equal to the family stewardship minimum $300.

MEMBERSHIP for Godparents:

If the Godparent is a member at another Orthodox Church he/she must bring proof of current membership.  A letter from the Priest of the Parish indicating good standing with the church is sufficient.

If there is more than one Godparent, both must become members of the church.
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DIRECTIONS FOR BAPTISMS

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE GODPARENT(S)

a) To be of the Orthodox Faith

b) To be a member in good standing in the Orthodox Church.  If he or she is a member in another community, a “Letter of Good Standing” from the Pastor of that community must be sent (faxed) to our Church, at least 2 weeks prior to the Baptism.

c) He or she should know the “Creed” in English or Greek

WHAT GODPARENTS NEED TO BRING FOR THE BAPTISM

1. Very large white bath towel and a white hand towel

2. One bar of soap

3. One small bottle pure Olive Oil

4. A gold cross with chain (not too small)

5. One white sheet

6. White underwear w/hat (to absorb oil)

7. A gown/suit of clothes all white

8. Two small white Easter Candles and One large white Easter Candle

THE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages.  Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one essence with the Father, through whom all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and He suffered and was buried.

On the third day He rose according to the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.  His kingdom will have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father, who together with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who spoke through the prophets.

In one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

I expect the resurrection of the dead.

And the life of the age to come.  Amen.
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DIRECTIONS FOR BAPTISMS

PARENTS NOTE:

In order to Baptize your child in a Greek Orthodox Church, you need to have had your marriage ordained in an Eastern Orthodox Church.

At least one of the parents needs to be of the Eastern Orthodox Faith, and Baptized in an Eastern Orthodox Church.  

The parents SHOULD NOT bathe the child for three days from the day of the Baptism, as the newly illuminated has the Holy Christmation on him/her, which is the “Seal of the Holy Spirit”.  If at all possible, the baby must wear the baptismal underwear for the three days.  If there is no vigil light burning at the homes’ icon shrine (iconostasion), it is custom to have a vigil light with oil lit at the house for these three days.  After 3 days: give the baby his/her bath and wash the baptismal sheet, towel and underwear (everything that touched the oil).  Because the wash water (including bath water) will contain holy oil, it should be poured some place outside where it will not be stepped on, such as the foot of a tree or a corner of the house.  

Following the Baptism, for the next three consecutive Sundays, parents should bring the child to church to receive Holy Communion.  It is custom to have the Godparent bring the child up to the altar for the child to receive, along with the lit, Baptismal candle.

Baptisms may not be conducted on the following days unless it is absolutely necessary and permission is obtained from the Diocesan Bishop.

1. December 25 – January 6

2. Holy Week

3. Major Feast Days

FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

Two weeks prior to the Baptism – or sooner:

Parents membership should be paid in full

Godparents membership should be paid in full – or “Letter of Good Standing” needs to be received by our office

Other Baptismal Fees – due two weeks prior to the Baptism – or sooner:

Psalti (Cantor)

$85

Sexton/Neocoros
$30

Priest


Free Will Offering (day of Baptism)

Thank you for your cooperation.
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